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carnival of rejoicing mobs and armies, echoing their jubilant
outcries, and pampering his eyes with ivory and gold, with
spoils, and with captives, torn from the funeral pangs of his
country. That case is unique, without a copy, without a
precedent.

So much for Josephus. "We have thought it necessary to
destroy that man's character, on the principle of a king's
ship in levelling bulkheads and partitions when clearing for
action. Such a course is requisite for a perfect freedom of
motion. Were Josephus trustworthy, he would sometimes
prove an impediment in the way of our views: and it is
because he has been too carelessly received as trustworthy
that more accurate glimpses have not been obtained of Jewish
affairs in more instances than one. Let the reader under-
stand also that, as regards the Essenes, Josephus is not
trustworthy on a double reason : first, on account of his
perfidy, as now sufficiently exposed, which too often interfered
to make secondary perfidies requisite, by way of calling off
the field of hunters from his own traces in the first; secondly,
because his peculiar situation as a Pharisaic doctor of the law,
combined with his character (which surely could not entirely
have concealed itself in any stage of his public life), must
have made it necessary for the Essenes to trust him very
cautiously, and never to any extent that might have been
irretrievable in the event of his turning informer. The
Essenes, at all events, had some secret to guard ; in any case,
therefore, they were responsible for the lives of all their
members, so far as they could be affected by confidences
reposed; and, if that secret happened to be Christianity, then
were they trebly bound to care and jealousy, for that secret
involved not only many lives, but a mighty interest of human
nature, so that a single instance of carelessness might be the
most awful of crimes. Hence we understand at once why it
is that Josephus never advanced beyond the lowest rank in
the Secret Society of the Essenes. His worldly character,
his duplicity, his weakness, were easily discerned by the
eagle-eyed fathers of Christianity. Consequently, he must
be viewed as under a perpetual surveillance from what may
be called the police of History: liable to suspicion as one